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Message from 

Rt. Hon. Hubert A. Ingraham 

Prime Minister 

Christmas 2009 

 

 
Throughout the Christian world Christmas is the happiest of religious 

celebrations.  Here in The Bahamas it is eagerly anticipated as a time for 

family gathering, religious services and Junkanoo.  I wish to extend best 

wishes to Bahamians everywhere and to all those visiting with us at this time 

of year a very Merry Christmas.  

 

This year, as is our custom, Christmas ushers in a season of generosity of 

spirit and of sharing.  This is all the more welcomed this year as so many of 

our people continue to struggle against the fallout of the global economic 

recession.    

 

At Christmas time last year we were all already aware of the challenges and 

the uncertainty facing our country in the wake of the global economic and 

financial crisis that had descended upon us and the world.  As we prepare to 

celebrate another holiday season, the challenges and the uncertainty remain.   

 

Although we are told that the worst recession in living memory may have 

bottomed out and that recovery may have begun, our tourist trade and other 

economic sectors will take a while yet to recover.  

 

Thousands of Bahamian families have had to face the stark reality of 

unemployment and underemployment as the global economy and hence the 

Bahamian economy shrank.  I know that for many people 2009 has been 

very difficult. 

 

We continue to manage our economy prudently and sensibly so as to ensure 

that we are well placed to benefit from the global recovery as it occurs.  We 

are cautiously optimistic that 2010 will be better for more people than was 

2009. 

 

Despite our present economic and financial circumstances, we still have 

reason to give thanks and to look to the future with hope.  In so many 
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respects, The Bahamas has been fortunate when compared to some 

communities in both developed and developing countries.   

 

We have been able to undertake a massive programme of public works 

providing employment for hundreds, bolstering economic activity and 

placing us in a better position to compete when economic recovery comes. 

 

We have also been able to bring various forms of relief to many Bahamian 

families including, for the first time, an unemployment benefit which is a 

help to many in these hard times.  For that we are thankful. 

 

The spectre of crime, especially violent crime in New Providence, remains a 

constant concern for all of us and a cause of fear in many.  Anti-social 

behaviour is particularly distressing.  My colleagues and I continue working 

on additional effective responses to this challenge and I will have more to 

say about that early in the New Year. 

 

Nevertheless, there is much that we have to give thanks for including 

promising developments that we must build upon for the future.  For one 

thing, the vast majority of our young people are on the right track.   

 

Indeed, many are excelling in healthy pursuits such as academics, sports, the 

arts and business.  We must do more to celebrate, encourage and assist them. 

 

Furthermore there are thousands of our citizens who are, on a voluntary 

basis, working every day to mend and to improve the social fabric of our 

nation.   

 

Working in youth groups, social clubs, service clubs, charitable 

organizations and churches, they bring comfort to the aged and infirm, help 

to the needy, and direction and inspiration to the youth.  For them we are 

thankful. 

 

Then there are the thousands of public servants who have always done their 

best in their various areas of responsibility to advance the business of the 

country, who teach our children, who work around the clock to protect our 

health and safety, and who guard our borders and territorial integrity as well 

as our property both public and private.   
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Many of them will be on duty during this holiday so that the rest of us can 

enjoy the celebrations in safety.  For them we are thankful. 

 

In addition to our economic and social problems, we, along with much of the 

world, especially small developing archipelagic countries, face the challenge 

of climate change and its potentially devastating effects on our environment 

and our ability to survive as a state. 

 

I was privileged to lead a delegation of Bahamian professional, technical and 

administrative persons at the recent Climate Change Conference in 

Copenhagen, Denmark.  

 

The outcome of the Copenhagen Summit fell short of our best hopes for a 

new legally-binding agreement.  

 

As you are now aware the industrialized countries and the largest developing 

countries meeting at Copenhagen only agreed to voluntarily restrict their 

greenhouse emissions at levels so as not to increase global temperatures 

above 2 degrees Celsius.  

 

The science of climate change strongly suggests that sea level rise resulting 

from temperature rise above 1.5 Celsius could begin to submerge the coastal 

areas of many island states and other low-lying states.  Indeed, it is believed 

that sea level rise from an increase in global temperatures by 2 degrees 

Celsius could result in the loss of 80% of our landmass.  

 

The Copenhagen Accord also contained the pledge of developed countries to 

provide US $30 billion over the next three years – 2010 to 2012 -- and US 

$100 billion annually by 2020.  These funds will be used to assist 

developing states and very particularly low-lying island states and other 

vulnerable least developed states to meet the challenges for mitigation and 

adaptation to climate change.   

 

We will continue to press our case internationally. It is imperative also that 

all of us become more aware of what we can do to protect our environment 

while still meeting national expectations for economic development and the 

supply of services and utilities. 

 

We are fortunate to be living in one of the most beautiful spots on the globe 

and for that too we must be thankful. 
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I am confident that we as a people will continue to draw on those deep 

reservoirs of resilience, imagination, intellect and spiritual strength that have 

carried us through many generations of good times as well as challenging 

times.  

 

So let the cowbells, drums and horns ring out once again in the city, 

celebrating another holiday season and the traditional Bahamian spirit of 

confidence in ourselves, trust in God and hope in the future. 

 

My family and my colleagues in the Government join me in wishing each 

and every one of you, and the strangers within our gates, a blessed Christmas 

and a happy and safe holiday season. 

 

Thank you. 

 

________________ 


